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What did you like most about being an ECA?

As an ECA, we aren't limited to lecturing or research alone, but get to
experience both academic worlds. It allows us to get a taste of where we'd
like our career to progress to, as well as learning more about the academic
sector as well. | didn't realise how much | would enjoy lecturing until this
role, which | wouldn't have experienced as readily in a post-doc role

What was a highlight for you during your 12 months as an ECA?

The biggest highlight for me has been having my EOI accepted for an
Alzheimer's Society grant, and then submitting the full proposal. Whilst |
don't know the outcome yet, just leaming about the grant application
process has been invaluable.

What support did you have starting at the University as an ECA?

The entire onboarding experience has been great and very comprehensive
at UoD. Support from my line manager, and the URKEO office has helped
me grow into the next stage of my career, and | feel prepared to move
through the next few stages of my career.

What's it like working at University of Derby?

What's been highlighted throughout my first few months at UoD is that the
university is striving towards being a research-forward, excellence-attaining
university. Not only is there a great work culture across teams, but there is
also a sense of camaraderie between staff, with everyone helping each
other out and supporting each other.
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What did you like most about being an ECA?

1 was given an opportunity to build up my research career systematically
with a diverse range of supportive programmes provided by the University.

What was a highlight for you during your 12 months as an ECA?

| met a research mentor at the beginning of the programme, and
they advised me how to approach the journal publication processes. |
amended my manuscripts following my mentor’s comments, now my
manuscript is under the second revision. | was matched with a research
mentor in my research area which has provided me with excellent support
during the ECA placement

What support did you have starting at the University as an
ECA?

| attended various induction programmes, such as ‘central induction’ and
“digital learning’ at the beginning of my role. All those programmes greatly
helped me to settle into my role at the University of Derby.

What's it like working at University of Derby?

Working at Derby is like being a member of a family. | have met kind and
supportive staff members. The working environment was very flexible and
there is an inclusive culture
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